








12/onCampns/July 21, 1988 

Joint funding 
effort benefits 
zoo animals 
By Christine Zid 

When a snow monkey gets a touch of 
the bug, he can't take two aspirin and 
call in the morning. 

But he can benefit from the coopera
tive grants program that Ohio State has 
with the Columbus Zoo. The program is 
set up through the Research Foundation 
to stimulate scholarly and cooperative 
studies between the two institutions. Pro
posals for the grants seek to advance 
medical, husbandry and scientific re
search pertinent to the animal collection 
at the zoo. 

Monkeys as well as antelopes and 
other animals benefit from the research 
that the grants provide each year. For 
1988-89 a total·of $50,000 is available for 
the proposed research bids. An estimated 
six grants will be awarded this year. 

"Last year we had twice as many bids 
as we could accept," says Lynn Kramer, 
research director at the Columbus Zoo. 
"We're compiling this year's bids, which 
should be reviewed in August." The 
deadline for submission of proposals is 
July 29. 

The selection committee, composed of 
University and zoo staff members, select 
those programs that will most benefit the 
health, behavior and reproduction of the 
zoo animals. 

The research awards are made for a 
period of up to 10 months, beginning on 
Sept l. 

Significant benefits already 1'.re notice
able out at the zoo. "Due to the Univer
sity grants program in the past three 
years, we can better characterize such 
!\lings as animals estro-cycles - impor
tant in reproduction; determine-quality of 
food items; and we've made some great 
improvements in animal husbandry," says 
Kramer. 

Some studies are done on-site at the 
zoo, such as the research done two years 
ago examining the difficulty elephants 
have breeding. Because it is difficult to 
simulate an animal's natural environment 
or dietary intake, much research is con
ducted to discover how to rnaximiz.e 
breeding with the available resources. 
Most of the equipment needed for the 
studies is kept on the Columbus campus. 
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BUD TIJE ELEPHANT and other pachydenns benefit from a project done by 

UniYersity researchers in cooperation �th the Columbus Zoo. 

"The high-pitched vocalization study 
on the elephant to evaluate the mating 
communication between male and female 
was obviously done there, at the zoo," 
says Maggie Snyder, former research di
rector who initiated the funding program. 

"We also had a program that looked at 
cheetah blood to find if hepatic liver dis
ease, the leading cause of death among 
cheetahs, could be controlled through 
their diet." 

The study encompassed the Fort 
Wayne, Toledo, Cincinnat\ and Colum
bus zoos, each of which have their chee
tahs on different red meat or poultry 
diets. "We hope through a study like that 
we can fmd out what all cheetahs should 
be fed to prevent the liver disease," Sny
der says. 

The cooperative grants program began 
three years ago when Snyder, now a 
training specialist in Ohio State's La_bora
tory Animal Resources Department, was 
research director at the zoo. 

"Instead of re-inventing the wheel and 
trying to conduct research with no facili
ties, I tried to get the faculty interested in 
utilizing the zoo's resources," Snyder 
says. "By matching the funds the zoo al
ready had ($25,000), we established the 
joint venture with Ohio State." 

Ohio State is the only university to 
have a cooperative grants program of this 
kind with the Columbus Zoo. The zoo 
hopes that the existing program will set a 
precedent for other, smaller colleges in 
the area to get involved with its research 
work. 


